County  Borough  of  Huddersfield. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH’S 
REPORT 


For  the  2nd  Quarter  of  the  Year  1899. 


ERNEST  GEORGE  ANNIS,  M.R.O.S.,  L.R.O.P.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


/ 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29440282 


Return  of  Births  and  Deaths  registered  during  the  13  weeks  ended  1st  July,  1899. 
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To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  Committees, 


Chairmen  and  Gentlemen, 

The  report  which  I have  now  the  honour  to  present  is  for 
the  second  quarter  of  1899,  viz.  : — the  period  of  13  weeks 
ending  1st  July,  1899. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  this  period  was 
631  (males  319,  females  312),  equalling  a birth-rate  of  21’48 
per  1,000,  comparing  with  561,  the  number  of  births  during 
the  corresponding  period  last  year,  and  a birth-rate  of 
21-98  per  1,000.  The  birth-rate  of  the  33  large  English  towns 
was  30-80  per  1,000.  In  Huddersfield  the  excess  of  births 
over  deaths  was  212  persons. 

During  this  quarter  there  were  419  deaths  registered 
(males  200,  females  219),  equalling  a death-rate  of  16-25  per 
1,000  comparing  with  a death-rate  of  15-83  per  1,000  for  the 
previous  corresponding  period. 

The  local  death-rates  ranged  from  9-28  in  Marsh,  12-02  in 
Lindley,  13-29  in  Lockwood,  13-63  in  Eartown,  13-75  in 
Almondbury,  14-20  in  Dalton,  14-57  Deighton  and  Bradley, 
15-32  in  Longwood,  to  17’19  in  Huddersfield  Central. 

One  hundred  and  seventy-nine  deaths  occurred  in  persons 
over  50  years  of  age,  67  in  children  under  one  year  of  age,  and 
33  in  children  between  one  and  five  years  of  age.  The 
number  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  births  is  106, 
comparing  with  94,  the  figure  for  the  previous  corresponding 
period. 

Forty  “three  deaths  are  due  to  consumption,  equalling  a 
death-rate  of  1-67  per  1,000,  13  of  which  deaths  occurred  in 
Huddersfield  Central,  six  in  Lockwood,  five  in  Marsh,  four 
each  in  Dalton  and  Lindley,  three  each  in  Eartown  and 
Workhouse,  two  each  in  Almondbury  and  Infirmary,  and  one 
in  Longwood.  Bronchitis,  pneumonia,  and  pleurisy  are 


credited  with  65  deaths,  with  a death-rate  of  2-52  per  1,000. 
Heart  disease  with  34  deaths,  cancer  with  19  deaths,  other 
diseases  with  227  deaths. 

The  seven  principal  zymotic  diseases  caused  31  deaths, 
equalling  a death-rate  of  1'20  per  1,000  as  compared  with  0*47 
per  1,000  for  the  previous  corresponding  period.  Of  these 
deaths  18  were  ascribed  to  whooping  cough  (10  of  which 
occurred  in  the  Central  District)  five  to  typhoid  fever,  three  to 
scarlet  fever,  two  each  to  diarrhoea  and  diphtheria,  and  one  to 
measles. 

The  zymotic  death-rate  of  the  33  large  English  towns  is 
1*74  per  1,000,  therefore  our  zymotic  death-rate  compares  very 
favourably  with  the  33  large  towns. 

Our  relative  position  respecting  deaths  due  to  zymotic 
diseases  is  as  follows  : — 


1899. 

DEATHS  PEE  MILLION  IN  THE  SECOND  QUAETEE. 


Smallpox. 

Measles. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Fever. 

Diarrhoea. 

All  Seven. 
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towns,  1899  . . 
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Huddersfield  1899 

« • 

39 
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78 

698 

194 

77 

1202 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  during 
this  quarter  was  133,  comparing  with  116  for  the  corresponding 
period  last  year.  Of  these  133  infectious  cases,  105  were 
scarlet  fever,  six  diphtheria,  eight  enteric  fever,  three  puerperal, 
eight  erysipelas,  and  three  of  a doubtful  character. 

At  the  commencement  of  this  quarter  there  were  41 
patients  in  the  Hospital,  viz.  ; — 39  scarlet  fever,  and  two 
typhoid  fever,  108  scarlet  fever  and  five  typhoid  fever  have 
been  admitted  during  the  period,  whilst  97  scarlet  fever,  and 
one  enteric  fever  have  been  discharged,  and  four  deaths 
occurred,  viz.  (one  scarlet  fever,  and  three  typhoid  fever), 
leaving  under  treatment  at  the  Hospital  a total  of  52  cases,  49 
being  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  three  typhoid  fever. 


The  Sanitary  work  of  this  Department  includes  4,587 
inspections  of  premises,  [resulting  in  1,251  nuisances  being 
found  in  the  various  premises.  Twenty- three  cellar  dwellings, 
97  canal  boats,  66  dairies  and  milkshops,  108  cowsheds,  and 
48  van  dwellings  have  also  been  inspected  ; 119  nuisances 
were  reported  at  this  office,  all  of  which  were  forthwith 
inspected  and  attended  to  where  necessary.  One  hundred  and 
forty-nine  preliminary  notices  have  been  sent  to  owners,  415 
owners  have  been  seen  personally,  and  654  letters  have  been 
written,  and  188  smoke  observations  have  been  taken. 


The  drains  and  sanitary  arrangements  belonging  to  130 
premises  have  been  flushed  on  the  occurrence  of  infectious 
disease.  Sixty-five  premises  have  been  flushed  at  the  request 
of  the  owners,  and  566  other  premises,  yards,  or  courts,  have 
been  similarly  attended  to. 

Seventy-one  visits  have  been  paid  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Acts,  55  samples  were  purchased,  eight  of  which  were 
certified  by  the  Borough  Analyst  to  be  adulterated,  but  to  such 
a slight  extent  as  hardly  to  warrant  prosecution,  warning 
letters  were  therefore  written  to  the  parties  concerned. 


The  particulars  of  the  Scavenging  work  will  be  seen  from 
the  table  at  the  end  of  report. 


EENEST  GEOEGE  ANNIS, 

M.E.C.S.,  L.E.C.P.,  D.P.H. 


Health  Office, 

Huddersfield. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  Deaths  registered,  and  the  Causes  of  Sickness  reported  for  each  week  of  the  Quarter. 
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The  following  Table  shows  the  Meteorological  Conditions  for  each  week  of  the  Quarter. 


New  Cases  of  Sickness  occurring  during  the  13  weeks  ended  ist  July,  1899, 
amongst  Paupers  and  Home  Patients  of  the  Infirmary. 
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BIRKBY  FEVER  HOSPITAL. 

Report  of  patients  in  the  Hospital  for  13  weeks  ended  Saturday,  ist  of  July,  1899. 
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